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Course Description

Analysis of the organization, structure and operational dynamics of the U.S. national government, both past and present, and an examination of the U.S. Constitution, including principles and theories supporting it. This course includes learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.

Prerequisite(s): None

Readings

The following text is assigned for this course and is available for purchase at the East campus bookstore:

Cal Jillson, American Government: Political Change and Institutional Development (New York, New York: Routledge, 2008) 4th edition. 

· Supplemental readings will be assigned and distributed by the instructor throughout the course of the semester.

Course Assignments

· Computer-Based Learning Activity: 
(25 points)

Due in class, OCT. 27th (MW) & OCT. 28th (TR)
· Four (4) exams:



(25 points each)

· Class participation:


(15 points)

COMPUTER-BASED LEARNING ACTIVITY

To demonstrate competence with the basic use of computers the College’s U.S. Government (POS 2041) course is designed to include a formal “computer-based” learning activity. For this particular course the following assignment, assessment and percentage of final grade protocols have been established.

The instructor will assign a member of the United States House of Representatives from the state of Florida to each student. The student will then be required to use the Internet to locate information on-line in order to answer a set of questions relating to their assigned representative. This "take-home" assignment will be equivalent in point value (25 points) to one of the four in-class examinations.

Examinations

Four (4) examinations will be made up of a combination of multiple choice, identification, and essay questions. The first exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 1-3; the second exam will cover reading and lecture material from topics 4-5; the third exam will cover material from topics 6-7; the final exam will cover topics 8-9. Each exam is worth a maximum of 25 points. 

Grading

The overall grade for the course will be based on the student’s performance on each of the above assignments. The maximum number of points a student can acquire is 140. The grading scale is based on the following point distributions: 126-140=A range, 112-125= B range, 98-111= C range, 84-97= D range and 0-83= F range. Grades will not be based on a curve and will reflect the quality of the work submitted.

CLASSROOM POLICIES

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory. There will be only four EXCUSED absences allowed over the course of the semester. Any unexcused absences will result in five points being deducted from your final course grade for each absence.  In addition, if a student misses four or more classes, they will face the possibility of being withdrawn from the course. Attendance will be taken at the start of each class period; therefore, it is important that you arrive to class on time. Should you happen to arrive late for a particular session, be sure to sign the roster after class so that you are not marked absent.

Make-up Exams:

All students will be expected to take each of the examinations on the scheduled dates. In the event that a student has an excused absence on the date of the exams, he/she will have to take a make-up examination at the testing center on the East campus. Failure to take the make-up exam on the rescheduled date will result in a score of 0 for the examination.

Academic Honesty:

All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia Community College whether courses are taught on campus or in the high schools.  Academic dishonesty in any portion of your coursework (such as plagiarism on the paper or cheating on an examination) will result, at the very least, in your being assigned a failing grade for the course. If you’re uncertain as to what constitutes cheating or plagiarism or if you have any other concerns related to academic dishonesty, be sure to discuss the matter with the instructor. “Better safe than sorry” is good advice in matters involving academic integrity.

Expected Student Conduct:
Valencia Community College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia Community College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class.   Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.   Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

Students with disabilities:
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, Room 216.
Withdrawal Deadline: 

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course in order to receive a grade of “W” must do so by DATE. If a student withdraws from the course, or is withdrawn by the instructor after this deadline, then he/she will be assigned a grade of “WP” (withdrawn passing) or “WF” (withdrawn failing). Students are able to withdraw or be withdrawn from the class by the instructor up until the final day of classes. Students can neither withdraw from class, nor can faculty withdraw them from class, during the week of final exams. 
COURSE OBJECTIVE & FORMAT:

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to many of the key concepts and relationships in the study of American government and politics. We will begin by examining the general characteristics of political science, politics, and democracy and then turn to a discussion of the philosophical foundations and constitutional structure of the U.S. national government.  We will then move on to examine the institutions, ideas, processes, groups and events that have shaped the American system of government. 

Throughout the semester, the student will utilize the core competencies associated with Valencia Community College.  Examinations and class assignments will demand that students THINK clearly, analytically, and creatively. Daily class discussions will require the student to COMMUNICATE intelligently with both the instructor and fellow classmates. And, hopefully, by the end of the semester the student will VALUE the varied roles he/she can play in the American system of government and begin to ACT as a more informed citizen.

This course will also help the student develop skills associated with the College-Level Academic Skills Test (CLAST).  Weekly reading assignments will assist the student in improving their reading skills. Written examinations will help students develop essay-writing skills. And, mandatory class participation will assist in the acquisition of improved English language skills.
Course Outline
Here is a week-by-week list of topics, examination & assignment dates, and associated readings.  

DISCLAIMER: The schedule is subject to change if certain topics prove to require more or less time.

Topic 1: 

Introduction to Political Science, Politics, and Government

Topic 2: 

The Nature and Conditions of Democracy
Readings:

Text, Chapter 1

Topic 3:
Philosophical Precursors to the US Declaration of Independence and US Constitution & the Constitutional Framework

Readings:

Text, pp. 441-461, Chapter 2

EXAM 1:

SEPTEMBER 22nd (MW) & SEPTEMBER 18th (TR)
Topic 4:

Federalism

Readings: 

Text, Chapter 3

Topic 5:

Congress & Voting Behavior


Readings:

Text, Chapters 9 & 8 (pp. 186-200)

EXAM 2:

OCTOBER 20th (MW) & OCTOBER 21st (TR)
Topic 6:

The Presidency & Presidential Elections
Readings:

Text, Chapters 10 & 8 (pp. 200-216) 

Topic 7:

The Bureaucracy & Interest Groups
Readings:

Text, Chapters 11 & 6

EXAM 3:

NOVEMBER 12th (MW) & NOVEMBER 13th (TR)
Topic 8:

The Judiciary
Readings:

Text, Chapter 12

Topic 9: 

Civil Liberties & Civil Rights
Readings:

Text, Chapter 13

EXAM 4:

TBA: During the week of Final Exams

 I hope you enjoy the class and feel free to contact me should you have any questions.

Special Rules:

In accordance with state and federal law, instructors at Valencia Community College cannot release information relating to the academic performance of students to persons other than the staff without the student’s written consent. In order for this information to be given out at request of a third party, the student must first sign a consent form to release their educational records. 

